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MORNING PRAYER RITE II
The people standing, the Officiant says

Officiant

Blessed be the God of our salvation.

All

Who bears our burdens and forgives our sins.

The Confession:
Officiant and People together

Most holy and merciful Father:
We confess to you and to one another,
and to the whole communion of saints
in heaven and on earth,
that we have sinned by our own fault
in thought, word, and deed;
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
The Officiant continues

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and
strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We
have not forgiven others, as we have been forgiven.

Have mercy on us, Lord.

We have been deaf to your call to serve, as Christ served us.
We have not been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved
your Holy Spirit.

Have mercy on us, Lord.

We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness: the
pride, hypocrisy, and impatience of our lives,

We confess to you, Lord.

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation
of other people,

We confess to you, Lord.

Our anger at our own frustration, and our envy of those
more fortunate than ourselves,
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We confess to you, Lord.
Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, and
our dishonesty in daily life and work,

We confess to you, Lord.

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to
commend the faith that is in us,

We confess to you, Lord.

Accept our repentance, Lord, for the wrongs we have done:
for our blindness to human need and suffering, and our
indifference to injustice and cruelty,
Accept our repentance, Lord.
For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward our
neighbors, and for our prejudice and contempt toward those
who differ from us,
Accept our repentance, Lord.
For our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of
concern for those who come after us,

Accept our repentance, Lord.

Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us;
Favorably hear us, for your mercy is great.
Accomplish in us the work of your salvation,

That we may show forth your glory in the world.
By the cross and passion of your Son our Lord,

Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.
A deacon or lay reader leading the service remains kneeling and substitutes the prayer
for forgiveness appointed at Morning Prayer.

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through the grace
of Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.
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The Invitatory and Psalter
Officiant

People

Lord, open our lips.
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Officiant and People

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it
was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Venite Psalm 95:1-7
Come, let us sing to the Lord; *
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.
For the Lord is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are his also.
The sea is his, for he made it, *
and his hands have molded the dry land.
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!
In Lent

The Lord is full of compassion and mercy: Come let us adore him.
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THE PSALM APPOINTED
Psalm 25:1-9

Ad te, Domine, levavi

1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul;
my God, I put my trust in you; *
let me not be humiliated,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.

2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; *
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.
3 Show me your ways, O Lord, *
and teach me your paths.

4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, *
for you are the God of my salvation;
in you have I trusted all the day long.
5 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, *
for they are from everlasting.

6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; *
remember me according to your love
and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.
7 Gracious and upright is the Lord; *
therefore he teaches sinners in his way.

8 He guides the humble in doing right *
and teaches his way to the lowly.
9 All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness *
to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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The Lessons
One or two Lessons, as appointed, are read.

THE FIRST LESSON
Genesis 9:8-17
A Reading from The Book of Genesis
God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my
covenant with you and your descendants after you, and with every living
creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal
of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. I establish my
covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters
of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” God
said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and
every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set
my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me
and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in
the clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and
every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become
a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and
remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature
of all flesh that is on the earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the
covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the
earth.”
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people
People

Thanks be to God
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THE EPISTLE
1 Peter 3:18-22
A Reading from The First Letter of Peter
Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous,
in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made
alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation to the
spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God waited
patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few,
that is, eight persons, were saved through water. And baptism, which this
prefigured, now saves you-- not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as
an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with
angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people
People

Thanks be to God
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THE GOSPEL
Mark 1:9-15
Deacon
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Mark.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by
John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw
the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a
voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am
well pleased.”
And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in
the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild
beasts; and the angels waited on him.
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good
news of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God
has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”
Deacon
All

The Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you, Lord Christ

A sermon, or meditation, or conversation or a period of silence may follow the readings.
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THE SERMON
OUT OF THE NEST AND INTO THE WILDERNESS
by The Rev. Robin Newman, Deacon
(Mark 1:9-15)

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be
acceptable to you, O Lord, my God and my Redeemer. Amen.
Opening: What was it like for you when you left the nest? When you moved
away from home? Did your parents nudge you out of the nest? Or did you
leave of your own accord, yearning to be free and independent? Were you
excited? Afraid? Were you hoping for an adventure in uncharted territory?
Or were you sure of what the future would be like? Or did you step out with
fear and trepidation into a great unknown?
Situation: In today's Gospel, "Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee", the
village of his youth, the place where he was brought up. He went to the
River Jordan to be baptized by John. As Jesus emerged from the water, he
heard a voice from heaven with a message from God:
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well
pleased.” (Mark 1: 11)
Immediately after that glorious moment, Jesus was driven into the
wilderness by the Spirit to be tempted by Satan, to be tested.
Complication: What happens when we leave the safety of the nest? What
happens to us in the wilderness? How is our human experience of leaving
home, being baptized, and going into the wilderness similar to Jesus'
experience? How is the church going to carry itself through the wilderness
it is in? What does it mean for the church to be outside of its comfort zone?
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Resolution: At some point in our lives, we all leave the nest. We all leave
home, not just once, but again and again, throughout our lives. The place
we are leaving is not only within our comfort zone, but home is actually the
comfort zone itself; a place that is snug, secure, safe, and stable. We leave
home physically, spiritually, and emotionally. Sometimes, leaving the nest
is our own choice; sometimes, we are nudged out by our parents or other
people; sometimes, circumstances of life cause us to leave. No matter the
reason, leaving home can involve challenges, uncertainty, fear, risk, and
temptation. It can also be exciting and joyous, a time to test our newfound wings, to be independent, self-reliant. Whether we're filled with fear,
sadness, or delight, leaving home puts us at a crossroad in our lives. Leaving
home is an invitation to change. An invitation to discover who we are,
where God is in our lives, and how we can answer God's call to us.
When we talk about Jesus leaving his home in Nazareth, we are doing a bit
of speculation, piecing together what has been written about his life, and
filling in some gaps. It not as though we're told that Jesus lived at 101 Main
St., Nazareth, Israel and that he submitted a Change of Address Form to the
local post office, saying:
"Please forward my mail to the River Jordan, in care of John
the Baptist for a short period of time. Then, for the next
forty days, my mail should be forwarded to the wilderness."
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What we are told is that:
Jesus spent little time in Nazareth after he was rejected in the synagogue.
When he was 12 years old, he traveled with his parents to Jerusalem for the
Feast of Passover (Luke 2:42-51).
More than fifteen years passed until the time of today's gospel story of Jesus
leaving home and being in the River Jordan; a place that was a crossroad
between home and the wilderness. The baptism itself took place in the
River but going into the wilderness presented the opportunity to live a
changed life, a baptismal life.
Celebration: Jesus didn't go out into the wilderness to be outside his
comfort zone alone; he invited the disciples, and by extension us, to follow
him. He invited fishers of fish to become fishers of men. He invites us, the
beloved children of God, into the Jesus Movement. He invites us to step out
of our comfort zone into a life of uncertainty, risking ourselves (body, mind,
and spirit) to join him as his disciples. To join him in a life built on the
strong foundation of love.
This story of Jesus going out of the nest, being baptized, and into the
wilderness is not just his story. It is also our story. By the grace and loving
mercy of God, we are also God's beloved daughters and sons. When we
accept Jesus' story as our story, we can embrace the wilderness as a place
of change and transformation. We can acknowledge that leaving the nest
always leads to the wilderness. The wilderness is a place of limbo. We are
no longer in our nest and we have not yet arrived at our destination. It is a
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place of contemplation, reflection, self-examination. We have left behind
the old and are preparing to take on the new. We can shed our old identity.
We have been claimed as God's own. We can re-imagine ourselves, re-create
ourselves in the image of God.
The time of Covid brought the church into a place of wilderness. We have
been living in an uncertain, challenging, and unknown place. All sorts of
temptations have come to us.
"Let's have the Holy Eucharist anyway. We can distribute
wafers and wine by shooting them into people's mouths
with a special gadget like a gun."
The voice of wisdom is always needed to keep us grounded and sane. Our
distrust of ourselves and one another can create fear instead of faith. As a
gathering of followers of Jesus Christ, we stay in motion with the assurance
that the wilderness is temporary. At the end of every tunnel, there is light.
At the end of every night, there is day. At the end of every moment of
sadness, there is joy.
There's a story I'd like to share with you that you may have heard before.
There were a pair of twins who were still in their mother's womb, and began
talking to each other.
"Our life here is so wonderful! It's comfortable and warm and we always
have food." Time went by and they noticed things were changing.
"What does this mean?" one asked.
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"It means that our stay in this world will soon end" the other replied.
"But I don't want to leave", the first said, "I would rather stay here forever."
"We don't have a choice" the other replied, "but maybe there is something
better after birth!"
“Nonsense,” said the other. “There is no life after delivery. What would
that life be?”
“Maybe there will be more light. Maybe we will walk with our legs and eat
with our mouths.”
The other said, “This is absurd! Walking is impossible. And eating with our
mouths? Ridiculous.
“I think there is something and maybe it’s different than it is here.”
And so the last days in the mother's womb were filled with thousands of
questions and great fear. Finally, the moment of birth came.
When the twins left their mother's womb, their world, they opened their
eyes. What they saw was beyond their greatest dreams.
When we stay in the comfort of our nest, we never discover the possibilities
of what can be because we prefer the cautiousness of what we know to the
adventure of what God has planned for us.
My prayer for us today is
• That we become people curious enough about could be that we risk
what is to seek where God may be leading us
• That we go forth into the wilderness with a sense of excitement and
joy,
o Ready to become the people God is calling us to be
o Helping to "change the world from the nightmare it often is into
the dream that God intends."
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o Knowing that we are never alone, that God is always with us
o Remembering that we are the beloved daughters and sons of
God and he is well pleased with us

Amen
THE APOSTLES' CREED
Officiant and People together

I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ,
his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day, he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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THE PRAYERS
Suffrages A
V. Show us your mercy, O Lord;
R. And grant us your salvation.
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
R. Let your people sing with joy.
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
R. For only in you can we live in safety.
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
V. Let your way be known upon earth;
R. Your saving health among all nations.
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God;
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.
Officiant and People
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
People and Celebrant
Our Father, which art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen

THE COLLECTS
The Collect of the Day
First Sunday in Lent
Almighty God, whose blessed Son was led by the Spirit to be tempted by
Satan: Come quickly to help us who are assaulted by many temptations;
and, as you know the weaknesses of each of us, let each one find you
mighty to save; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
A Collect for Guidance
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly
pray you so to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares
and occupations of our life we may not forget you, but may remember
that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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For a Birthday
O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your
servants Tiffany Peña and Annette Dudley as they begin another year. Grant
that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your
goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent
your blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who
are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after you and find you;
bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and
hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Before the close of the Office one of the following may be used

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you
humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all
whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all
the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the
redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace,
and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your
mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not
only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be
honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.
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A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOTOM
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your wellbeloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions
as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth,
and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Officiant

Let us bless the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we
can ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the
Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen.
Ephesians 3:20, 21
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We are happy that you have come to worship with us. If you have no church home, we invite
you to unite with us. Please complete one of the Parish Census Forms, located on the table in
the back of the church. If you have joined via Facebook please drop us a message with your
info. We will be in touch with you very soon. However, if you are just passing through, we are
honored by your presence, and we wish you Godspeed as you complete your journey.

In celebration of Black History Month, the organ offerings will feature compositions by Black
American organist-composers, such as Florence Price who composed over 300 works,
including a symphony.
Please Join Us for: The St. A’s Prayer Line on Wednesdays at 9:00PM· Dial (212) 673-5300
between 8:45—10:00 PM.

Coming Up Next
Need Prayer?
Call the church office and request that your name be added to our prayer list. Let us know
when you are available so we may visit you or pray with you over the phone.
If you are celebrating a special occasion; birthday, anniversary, etc. please let us know so
we may offer congratulations to you.
We are accepting Articles and Advertisements to publish in the St Augustine's eCho.
During our worship, please remember to put your phone on vibe or silent. But we invite
you to use them if you want to record the entire (or part of) the service, take pictures,
post video on Facebook, Instagram, Pinterest or Twitter. Let your friends know you are
at St Augustine’s. We are a Techno-Friendly Church.
Moving Forward: Fr Nat’s hope and prayer is that we can get together as one community to
be God’s people and presence on the LES. He is asking for your prayers in this important new
way and new normal of our lives, He wants you to know that every day he prays for you all.
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The Staff:
The Rev. Nathanael Saint-Pierre,
D. Min, MIS, MCPD, Rector
(917) 232-9583
rector@staugnyc.org
Ms. O’mayra Rivera (Maya)
Administrative/ Event Coordinator
(info@staugnyc.org)
Ms. Carolyn Bensen;
Director of Music
Bookkeeper
Ms Jennyvi Dizon
(accounting@staugnyc.org)
Mr. Oland Saltes,
Mr. Luis Montano
Mr. Sean Boyce

Verger
Sexton

Buildings & Grounds
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Barbara King
Minnie Curry
Sandra Walker
The Vestry:
Mr. Christopher Morris, Warden
Ms. Annette Dudley, Warden
2021
Ms. Olivia Chak, Clerk
Ms. Idella Richards
Ms. Barbara H. King
2022
Ms. Valerie Scott
Ms. Dinah Williams
Ms. Bobby Wright

Shut-Ins/Homebound: Annie Garcia, Norberta Mieles
Prayers: Lester Allen, Carline Aupont, Sandra Brown, Juan Cosme, Minnie Curry and
family, Stanford Daly, Diane Ellis, Robert & Vernestine Exum, Sanford Exum and Family,
Iris Faulkner, Evelyn Fleming, Faith and Grace Garfield, Mildred Hancock, Bernice Henry,
Joyce Johnson, LaVerne Johnson, Valburg Krauser, The Krauser Family, James Leung,
Hattie Mitchell and Family, Daryl Moore, Marissa Nicolo, James Rainge, Lawrence Rainge,
James Robinson-Parran, Beverly Rosario, Oland Saltes, Sandra Slater, Yvonne Ward,
Gladys Saint-Pierre, Noelia Gonzalez, The Rev. Rosalind Brathwaite, Jayvon Cotton, Sarah
Banks, Alix Cangé, Carl Johnson, Rev. Errol Harvey, The Rev. Dr. Lynn A. Collins, Ruth
Caraballo, Angie Abreu, The Rev. Nathanael Saint-Pierre.
Armed forces: David Mason, Jr.
We ask God’s blessings for those celebrating their birthdays in February, especially:
1st Laura Harvin (deceased), Diane Newlin; 2nd Vernestine Exum; 7th Dawn Munchez;
12th Mary Teresa Rodgers; 14th Orial Olivera; 17th Belinda Brown, Josai Pereira; 18th
Toussaint Sena; 19th Wanda Johnson; 22nd Tiffany Peña, Annette Dudley

If you would like to add your name to the monthly birthday list, please email us
at info@staugnyc.org
We pray for those who have died: Doadie Brown, Ronald Brown, Isa Coker, Robert and
Mittie Frances Combs, Percy Daglow Sr., Wanda Daley, Frances Diaz, Harry & Dorothy
Fiyalko, Luis Garcia, Etta Green, Dorothy Henderson, Inez Kikuchi, Cheryl Krauser, Vernell
Langley, Diane McDowell, Geraldine Newkirk, Evelyn Newlin, Jacynth Orridge, Hector
Peňa, Alice Saltes Richards, Dorothy Rodriguez, Nancy Scott, Alma Suarez, Eleanor Suriel,
Sylvia Fergusson-Sylvah and Romulus Sylvah, Harriett Marshall-Taylor, Isaac &
Gwendolyn Pinder-Taylor, Donald Williams, Esther Juanita Dawson, Lucille Williams,
Minnie Williams, Rev. Deacon Nydia Flores, Florence Taylor, John Joseph, Marlene WardTorain, Edward Phillips (Father Tally), Edward “Tyler” Tyler, Sandra Garcia-Combs,
Maybelle Daley, Tyrone Wong, Romenia Jirmson, Marion C. Blackett-Legall, Raquel
Rodriguez- Algarin, Leola West, Lula Moore, Rev. Deacon Edgar Hopper, Rodger Taylor, Ivan
Krauser, Ruth Naomi Strother, Ellen Daley, Sylvan Stoner, Hellen Bradley. Charlene Cox,
Ethel Moore, Kenneth Johnson, Christine (Chrissy) Harvin, Velda Alleyne, Laura Harvin.
We pray for Justice and Peace in all lands: Especially: Venezuela, Afghanistan, Africa,
The Caribbean, China, Darfur, France, Haiti, the Holy Land, India, Iraq, Japan, Kenya,
Lebanon, Niger, Sierra Leone, The Sudan, This Nation and the United Nations.

