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The Clergy’s
Corner

“Dress Code and offerings: why do they matter?”
by The Rev. Nathanael Saint-Pierre
Why do we sit where we sit, almost always in the same spot? Why do
we come to church dressed the way we do? Why do we not go to
church if we feel sick, troubled or just can’t find that nice red outfit on
Pentecost Day? Why should the priest wear a chasuble, the deacon a
dalmatic and the bishop a mitre? Is the service less of a celebration
without all of that? Do we come to church to assist a show, put up a
show, or to offer ourselves?

The gospel of Mark is really expanding discipleship. Today, we read
the story of Jesus teaching the disciples how prestige and decorum
are in fact a mask for a hypocritical religious aristocracy. Jesus teaches his followers about dress code (false etiquette), the sincerity of prayer which is not dependent on the length of it, and the real value of offering.
If decorum and offerings cannot buy us a path to heaven, what then is important in God’s
eyes?
Human beings have always been troubled by appearance. I am an Anglican because I love all
the order, and processions, and reverence, and genuflections. That’s the tradition as I have received it. But all the regulations humankind has put on to it do not seem so essential for God
when our hearts are in the wrong place according to the Gospel of Mark. Sometimes, we mix
cleanliness with exorbitance, as if to be clean is to wear expensive fabrics or brand name garments. Sometimes, we prefer to buy into what oppressive systems want us to believe instead of
the freedom God offers us in Jesus. The two stories told in today’s text deal with wealth in ways
that continue to be challenging. We are still living in a materially oriented world in which some
people believe they are more important than everyone else, either because of their positions of
privilege or because of their wealth. In certain settings we see people expressing their superiority by what they wear, the place they sit, and people they consider important or choose to respect. The scribes, according to Mark, were self-important, arrogant, and self-aggrandizing.
Mark is dealing here with a group of people who had an inflated opinion of themselves and Jesus (as portrayed by Mark) decided to respond to their antagonistic behavior. The scribes saw
only the pompous side of worship and the regulations of their religion, the bling-bling, as if it
were indispensably fundamental. Jesus condemns that perception and invites his followers to
detach God from their personal need to rule and regulate. The Scribes wanted to value people
according to the size of their contributions to the temple, sometimes pushing the marginalized
into bankruptcy by demanding too much (we see how some prosperity gospel preaching groups
are still doing that by asking more and more from their members). Jesus took the sacrificial nature of a widow’s offering – she did not have much to give – and made it more important in the
eyes of God than the huge amounts given by people for whom these considerable amounts
wouldn’t disturb their living.
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May I remind you that widows in Israel’s scriptures are often presented as a group who
needed the support of the community because of their femininity, their economic fragility
and their devotion to God? It was a widow whom Elijah went to meet in Zarephath, in our
first reading today from 1 Kings 17:8-16, asking her to feed the prophet, although she
did not have much to feed herself and her son. We have heard how the prophet was able
to give her hope without demagoguery and how God used the prophet to care for her by
providing her with endless oil, endless meal: endless grace. Elijah said to her, “Do not be
afraid; go and do as you have said; but first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me,
and afterwards make something for yourself and your son. For thus says the Lord the
God of Israel: The jar of meal will not be emptied and the jug of oil will not fail until the
day that the Lord sends rain on the earth” (1 Kings 17: 13-14).
Mark’s Jesus is holding the scribes accountable, while bringing to light that true love is
not measurable by the amount we put in the plate, but by the sacrifice entailed by our
offering. We must not give only when we have too much and that giving is meaningless.
We must give in gratitude because even in our precariousness, God cares for us. Having
grown up in internalized oppression, we give lots of value to what the dominant class has
shown us to be valuable: the way they looked became the way we must look, the way
they behaved became the way we ought to behave. Maybe time has come to ask ourselves what is really valuable for God? Is it the dress code or ourselves? Is it the show off
or the show up? We want so much wealth and so much exhibition of it that the leadership
we elect is not based on competence based; we elect people whose speech has been to
strip their adversaries of human dignity, people who can show their financial accomplishments, and we hope that they will save us. They’re so wealthy they know how to reshape
the national economy, or so we think. By now we must understand that we’ve only empowered these so-called leaders to better themselves and not us. The poor are becoming
poorer and the wealthy wealthier.
The offering that Mark’s Jesus found valuable was not the biggest amount, but the one
that required the bigger sacrifice. The people that Mark’s Jesus found worthy were not
those society was ready to glorify because of their economic status, but people whose
faithfulness is was backed up by evidence. Sometimes, we are waiting to win the lottery
to make a donation to an important cause. Sometimes, we don’t trust God enough to believe he will provide; instead, we take matters into our own hands, not taking the risk to
give a little part of what we have to God. Sometimes, we open a pledge envelope knowing
that it contains only one dollar. We ask why would someone put one dollar in a pledge
envelope? What will that do for our church? Sometimes, we take our own envelope and
are ashamed of putting in whatever we can afford to give for fear of being judged. Today’s good news is that all offerings are appreciated by God, but even more so the ones
that come out of a sacrificial heart. We should not be worried about what people will say
about the dress we wear and the amounts we give. We must be concerned with what God
thinks of us; God, who can see our heart. When what we wear is genuine with no intention to look better than someone else or with the intention of being extravagant, when
what we put in the plate or pledge envelope is coming from the heart but not with the intention to be named the highest donor of the church, God values us, not what we give or
what we wear.
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Bishop Taylor told a story of his ministry at St Martha’s, in the Bronx. When he arrived
there, he met with a little old lady named Mother Powell. Mother Powell was aging and
could not even stand tall anymore. She was convinced that the Diocese sent Bishop Taylor there to close her church. So she took her courage in her arms and confronted Bishop
Taylor.
-Bishop, she said, I hope you’re not here to close my church. My daughter was
married there and all my grandchildren were baptized there. I have reduced mobility and this is the only church I can walk to.
-My dear lady, answered Bishop Taylor, I am not here to close your church or any
church.
-Promise me that you will keep it open, said Mother Powell
- I will, the Bishop promised
St. Martha’s had been closed for many years when Bishop Taylor got there because they
could not afford to pay their bills and a minister. Surprisingly, a few weeks after their conversation, Mother Powell came to Bishop Taylor with a bag filled with money and told
him,
-Take this money so that you can keep my church open
-My dear Lady, Bishop said, looking at her frail stature, knowing she was a widow,
poor and with no money, I don’t need your money.
-Young man, Mother Powell replied, this money is not mine. It is God’s. For all the
years the church was closed I’ve put my dues in this bag. Now I am just returning
to God what belongs to God.
How many times, blindsided by our own internalized oppression, do we judge others unable, unworthy, incapable to be significant contributors in God’s plan for the church? In
our biases we find people too poor, not educated enough, not savvy enough, not competent enough, not rich enough to contribute. We are wrong.
We need to understand then, that what is more important for God is us. Because behind
the mask of our makeup and under the layers of our clothes, Jesus knows the sinners
that we all are inside. The big donation may get us a spot in the finance committee’s honor ceremony, but not in God’s heart, unless it comes from a good place. An offering is an
act of thanksgiving because we bring back to God a portion of what God first gave us. It
must never be a demonstration of power, personal glorification or a tool to make someone feel irrelevant or nonexistent. When we strip someone of his dignity, using whatever
means, we don’t advance the plan of God. Sometimes, we may not be watching and
gauging the consequences of a simple gesture. But our actions matter. When we give
more importance to the liturgical decoration than to the worship, when the length of the
prayer become a disguise to fool people, when even our offering is not coming from the
right place and is just wrapped in our narcissistic love, we are no better than the hypocritical scribes. May the body and blood of Jesus that we come here to receive make us the
perfect offering, holy and agreeable to God through the grace of Christ our lord. Amen!
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HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II
OPENING HYMN
#111 (LEVAS)
COME THOU FOUNT OF EVERY BLESSING

THE WORD OF GOD
Celebrant
All

Blessed be the one, holy and living God.
Glory to God for ever and ever. Amen

When appointed, the following hymn or some other song of praise is sung or said, all standing
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

#S 280 (1982 HYMNAL)

Glory to God in the highest and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, Heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
You take away the sin of the world;
Have mercy on us;
You are seated at the right hand of the Father;
Receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
In the glory of God the Father. Amen
The Celebrant says to the people
All
Celebrant

God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

The Celebrant says the Collects.
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THE COLLECT
The Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost: Proper 27

pg. 236

O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the
works of the devil and make us children of God and heirs of eternal life:
Grant that, having this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is pure; that,
when he comes again with power and great glory, we may be made like him
in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE FIRST READING
1 Kings 17:8-16
The widow, in her willingness, is a vessel of God’s miraculous provision for herself and her son, as well
as for the prophet, Elijah.
A reading (lesson) from the First Book of the Kings:
The word of the Lord came to Elijah, saying, “Go now to Zarephath, which
belongs to Sidon, and live there; for I have commanded a widow there to feed
you.” So he set out and went to Zarephath. When he came to the gate of the
town, a widow was there gathering sticks; he called to her and said, “Bring me
a little water in a vessel, so that I may drink.” As she was going to bring it, he
called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.” But she said,
“As the Lord your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of meal in a
jar, and a little oil in a jug; I am now gathering a couple of sticks, so that I may
go home and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die.”
Elijah said to her, “Do not be afraid; go and do as you have said; but first make
me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterwards make something for
yourself and your son. For thus says the Lord the God of Israel: The jar of meal
will not be emptied and the jug of oil will not fail until the day that the Lord
sends rain on the earth.” She went and did as Elijah said, so that she as well as
he and her household ate for many days. The jar of meal was not emptied,
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neither did the jug of oil fail, according to the word of the Lord that he spoke
by Elijah.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people
All Thanks be to God

THE RESPONSE
Psalm 146

BCP pg. 803

Lauda, anima mea

1 Hallelujah!
Praise the LORD, O my soul! *
I will praise the LORD as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.
2 Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth, *
for there is no help in them.
3 When they breathe their last, they return to earth, *
and in that day their thoughts perish.
4 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! *
whose hope is in the LORD their God;
5 Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; *
who keeps his promise for ever;
6 Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, *
and food to those who hunger.
7 The LORD sets the prisoners free;
the LORD opens the eyes of the blind; *
the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;
8 The LORD loves the righteous;
the LORD cares for the stranger; *
he sustains the orphan and widow,
but frustrates the way of the wicked.
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9 The LORD shall reign for ever, *
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations.
Hallelujah!
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

THE EPISTLE
Hebrews 9:24-28
We must enact again and again the story of repentance, forgiveness, and redemption, from the
beginning of time till today. Just because we forget does not mean that God’s love and sacrifice are
limited, even as Jesus’s perfect gift of his life is a one-time event.
A reading (lesson) from the Letter to the Hebrews:
Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a mere copy of the true
one, but he entered into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God
on our behalf. Nor was it to offer himself again and again, as the high priest
enters the Holy Place year after year with blood that is not his own; for then
he would have had to suffer again and again since the foundation of the world.
But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the age to remove sin by
the sacrifice of himself. And just as it is appointed for mortals to die once, and
after that the judgment, so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of
many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin, but to save those who
are eagerly waiting for him.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people
All
Thanks be to God.

SEQUENCE HYMN

KEEP THE DREAM ALIVE (1)
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THE HOLY GOSPEL
Mark 12:38-44
May we examine ourselves, as Jesus convicts the scribes in today’s Gospel lesson, and recognize the
ways and places in which we march around with our noses in the air, and march on top of others.
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Mark
All
Glory to you, Lord Christ
As Jesus taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around
in long robes, and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, and to
have the best seats in the synagogues and places of honor at banquets! They
devour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance say long prayers.
They will receive the greater condemnation.”
He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money
into the treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. A poor widow came
and put in two small copper coins, which are worth a penny. Then he called
his disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in
more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. For all of them
have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put
in everything she had, all she had to live on.”
The Gospel of the Lord
All Praise to you, Lord Christ

SEQUENCE HYMN

KEEP THE DREAM ALIVE (1)
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THE SERMON: “Dress Code and offerings: why do they matter?”
by The Rev. Nathanael Saint-Pierre

Why do we sit where we sit, almost always in the same spot? Why do we come
to church dressed the way we do? Why do we not go to church if we feel sick,
troubled or just can’t find that nice red outfit on Pentecost Day? Why should
the priest wear a chasuble, the deacon a dalmatic and the bishop a mitre? Is
the service less of a celebration without all of that? Do we come to church to
assist a show, put up a show, or to offer ourselves?
Situation: The gospel of Mark is really expanding discipleship. Today, we read
the story of Jesus teaching the disciples how prestige and decorum are in fact
a mask for a hypocritical religious aristocracy. Jesus teaches his followers about
dress code (false etiquette), the sincerity of prayer which is not dependent on
the length of it, and the real value of offering.
Complication: If decorum and offerings cannot buy us a path to heaven, what
then is important in God’s eyes?
Resolution: Human beings have always been troubled by appearance. I am an
Anglican because I love all the order, and processions, and reverence, and
genuflections. That’s the tradition as I have received it. But all the regulations
humankind has put on to it do not seem so essential for God when our hearts
are in the wrong place according to the Gospel of Mark. Sometimes, we mix
cleanliness with exorbitance, as if to be clean is to wear expensive fabrics or
brand name garments. Sometimes, we prefer to buy into what oppressive
systems want us to believe instead of the freedom God offers us in Jesus. The
two stories told in today’s text deal with wealth in ways that continue to be
challenging. We are still living in a materially oriented world in which some
people believe they are more important than everyone else, either because of
their positions of privilege or because of their wealth. In certain settings we
see people expressing their superiority by what they wear, the place they sit,
and people they consider important or choose to respect. The scribes, according
to Mark, were self-important, arrogant, and self-aggrandizing. Mark is dealing
here with a group of people who had an inflated opinion of themselves and
Jesus (as portrayed by Mark) decided to respond to their antagonistic behavior.
The scribes saw only the pompous side of worship and the regulations of their
religion, the bling-bling, as if it were indispensably fundamental. Jesus
condemns that perception and invites his followers to detach God from their
personal need to rule and regulate. The Scribes wanted to value people
6
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according to the size of their contributions to the temple, sometimes pushing
the marginalized into bankruptcy by demanding too much (we see how some
prosperity gospel preaching groups are still doing that by asking more and more
from their members). Jesus took the sacrificial nature of a widow’s offering –
she did not have much to give – and made it more important in the eyes of God
than the huge amounts given by people for whom these considerable amounts
wouldn’t disturb their living.
May I remind you that widows in Israel’s scriptures are often presented as a
group who needed the support of the community because of their femininity,
their economic fragility and their devotion to God? It was a widow whom Elijah
went to meet in Zarephath, in our first reading today from 1 Kings 17:8-16,
asking her to feed the prophet, although she did not have much to feed herself
and her son. We have heard how the prophet was able to give her hope without
demagoguery and how God used the prophet to care for her by providing her
with endless oil, endless meal: endless grace. Elijah said to her, “Do not be
afraid; go and do as you have said; but first make me a little cake of it and
bring it to me, and afterwards make something for yourself and your son. For
thus says the Lord the God of Israel: The jar of meal will not be emptied and
the jug of oil will not fail until the day that the Lord sends rain on the earth”
(1 Kings 17: 13-14).
Mark’s Jesus is holding the scribes accountable, while bringing to light that true
love is not measurable by the amount we put in the plate, but by the sacrifice
entailed by our offering. We must not give only when we have too much and
that giving is meaningless. We must give in gratitude because even in our
precariousness, God cares for us. Having grown up in internalized oppression,
we give lots of value to what the dominant class has shown us to be valuable:
the way they looked became the way we must look, the way they behaved
became the way we ought to behave. Maybe time has come to ask ourselves
what is really valuable for God? Is it the dress code or ourselves? Is it the show
off or the show up? We want so much wealth and so much exhibition of it that
the leadership we elect is not based on competence based; we elect people
whose speech has been to strip their adversaries of human dignity, people who
can show their financial accomplishments, and we hope that they will save us.
They’re so wealthy they know how to reshape the national economy, or so we
think. By now we must understand that we’ve only empowered these so-called
leaders to better themselves and not us. The poor are becoming poorer and the
wealthy wealthier.
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The offering that Mark’s Jesus found valuable was not the biggest amount,
but the one that required the bigger sacrifice. The people that Mark’s Jesus
found worthy were not those society was ready to glorify because of their
economic status, but people whose faithfulness is was backed up by
evidence. Sometimes, we are waiting to win the lottery to make a donation to
an important cause. Sometimes, we don’t trust God enough to believe he will
provide; instead, we take matters into our own hands, not taking the risk to
give a little part of what we have to God. Sometimes, we open a pledge
envelope knowing that it contains only one dollar. We ask why would someone
put one dollar in a pledge envelope? What will that do for our church?
Sometimes, we take our own envelope and are ashamed of putting in whatever
we can afford to give for fear of being judged. Today’s good news is that all
offerings are appreciated by God, but even more so the ones that come out
of a sacrificial heart. We should not be worried about what people will say
about the dress we wear and the amounts we give. We must be concerned with
what God thinks of us; God, who can see our heart. When what we wear is
genuine with no intention to look better than someone else or with the intention
of being extravagant, when what we put in the plate or pledge envelope is
coming from the heart but not with the intention to be named the highest donor
of the church, God values us, not what we give or what we wear.
Celebration: Bishop Taylor told a story of his ministry at St Martha’s, in the
Bronx. When he arrived there, he met with a little old lady named Mother
Powell. Mother Powell was aging and could not even stand tall anymore. She
was convinced that the Diocese sent Bishop Taylor there to close her church.
So she took her courage in her arms and confronted Bishop Taylor.
- Bishop, she said, I hope you’re not here to close my church. My daughter
was married there and all my grandchildren were baptized there. I have
reduced mobility and this is the only church I can walk to.
- My dear lady, answered Bishop Taylor, I am not here to close your church
or any church.
- Promise me that you will keep it open, said Mother Powell
- I will, the Bishop promised
St. Martha’s had been closed for many years when Bishop Taylor got there
because they could not afford to pay their bills and a minister. Surprisingly, a
few weeks after their conversation, Mother Powell came to Bishop Taylor with
a bag filled with money and told him,
- Take this money so that you can keep my church open
- My dear Lady, Bishop said, looking at her frail stature, knowing she was a
widow, poor and with no money, I don’t need your money.
8
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- Young man, Mother Powell replied, this money is not mine. It is God’s.
For all the years the church was closed I’ve put my dues in this bag. Now
I am just returning to God what belongs to God.
How many times, blindsided by our own internalized oppression, do we judge
others unable, unworthy, incapable to be significant contributors in God’s plan
for the church? In our biases we find people too poor, not educated enough, not
savvy enough, not competent enough, not rich enough to contribute. We are
wrong.
We need to understand then, that what is more important for God is us. Because
behind the mask of our makeup and under the layers of our clothes, Jesus knows
the sinners that we all are inside. The big donation may get us a spot in the
finance committee’s honor ceremony, but not in God’s heart, unless it comes
from a good place. An offering is an act of thanksgiving because we bring back
to God a portion of what God first gave us. It must never be a demonstration of
power, personal glorification or a tool to make someone feel irrelevant or
nonexistent. When we strip someone of his dignity, using whatever means, we
don’t advance the plan of God. Sometimes, we may not be watching and
gauging the consequences of a simple gesture. But our actions matter. When
we give more importance to the liturgical decoration than to the worship, when
the length of the prayer become a disguise to fool people, when even our
offering is not coming from the right place and is just wrapped in our narcissistic
love, we are no better than the hypocritical scribes. May the body and blood of
Jesus that we come here to receive make us the perfect offering, holy and
agreeable to God through the grace of Christ our lord. Amen!
THE NICENE CREED

BCP p. 358

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly
human.
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ACTS DMin in Preaching Sermon Review Questionnaire
Reverend Nathanael SaintPierre
SERMON # 2 (November 11, 2018)
Please answer the following questions by selecting the option that best describes your experience of the
sermon.

1. What was the sermon about?
Wearing fancy clothes
The importance of donating large amounts of money
What is important in God's eyes
The color of the church
2. Was internalized oppression mentioned in the sermon?
Yes
No
3. If yes, what message did you hear?

PROPHETIC PREACHING is to selfexamine, confront, denounce, challenge, convict, impact, transform,
convert, free/liberate, and finally, lead toward a path to salvation.
4. Did you hear prophetic preaching in this sermon?
Yes
No

5. If yes, what elements of prophetic preaching did you identify in the sermon?

6. Was there good news to celebrate?
Yes
No
7. If yes, what was the good news?

8. Was there anything in this sermon that changed your view of this church or of the world?
Yes
No
9. If yes, describe your changed view and what was said in the sermon that caused the change.

10. What are some ways that you could help someone feel she/he has something of value to
contribute?

11. Was there a connection between the sermon and the Biblical text?
Yes
No
12. Did this sermon capture your attention?
Yes
No
13. Was the message clear?
Yes
No
14. Was the sermon authentic?
Yes
No
15. Was the use of body language (eye contact, posture, movement, gestures, facial expression,
etc.) adequate and appropriate to both the contents and the context?
Yes
No
16. Did the voice and body language used emphasize the message and give life to the sermon?
Yes
No
17. Was there appropriate pace in speaking in relation to the contents (not too fast, too slow, or

unchanged throughout)?
Yes
No
18. Did the preacher connect with the congregation?
Yes
No

19. Were there any distracting mannerisms?
Yes
No
20. If yes, describe any distracting mannerisms you noticed

21. Were there any other delivery elements (positive and negative) that you noticed that impacted

the delivery?
Yes
No
22. What delivery elements did you notice that impacted the delivery?
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For our sake, he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day, he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
Who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE:
Deacon or other leader
Let us pray for peace in the Church and in the world.
With all our heart and all our mind, we pray to you, O Lord:
Make us instruments of your peace.
For the peace of the world; that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow
among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord:
Where there is hatred, let us sow love.
For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have injured
or offended, we pray to you, O Lord:
Where there is injury, let us sow pardon.
For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may
cease, and all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you, O
Lord:
Where there is discord, let us sow union.
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For those who do not yet believe, for those who have lost their faith, and those
in despair and darkness that they may receive the light of the Gospel, we pray
to you, O Lord:
Where there is doubt, let us sow faith.
For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, especially those who have asked of our
prayers, for all who suffer and those who are in danger; that they may be
relieved and protected, we pray to you, O Lord:
Where there is despair, let us sow hope.
For the mission and ministry of the Episcopal Church especially in the diocese
of New York, St Augustine’s Church, and all who are gathered to pray all over
the universe, that in faithful witness we may preach the Gospel to the ends of
the earth, we pray to you, O Lord:
Where there is darkness, let us sow light.
For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, for all the departed and
those who are grieving, may they find comfort and be at peace, we pray to you,
O Lord:
Where there is sadness, let us sow joy.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Silence
The People may add their own petitions.
Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled, as to console; to be
understood, as to understand; to be loved, as to love. For it is in giving that
we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we
are born to eternal life.
Confession and Absolution
The Deacon or Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Minister and People
11
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God of all mercy: We confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your
will in our lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves,
and in the world, you have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done, And the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore,
and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your
love and serve only your will. Amen.
The Priest, stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive all your sins through the grace of Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep
you in eternal life. Amen
THE PEACE

BCP p. 360

All stand. The Celebrant says to the people
Celebrant
All

The peace of God be always with you.
And also with you.

The Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord.

The Holy Communion
The Celebrant begins the Offertory with the following sentence.
OFFERTORY SENTENCE

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice
to God. Ephesians 5:2
THE OFFERTORY
OFFERTORY HYMN

THERE I AM, LORD

#51(OSOP)

THE DOXOLOGY
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B
The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says
Celebrant
All
Celebrant
All
Celebrant
All

God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
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Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks
to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appointed.
PROPER PREFACE

BCP p. 380

For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and called
us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory
of your Name:
SANCTUS ET BENEDICTUS

S125 (1982)

Celebrant and People
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.
The people stand or kneel.
Then the Celebrant continues
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before
you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into
righteousness, out of death into life.
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it or lay a hand upon it; and at
the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing
wine to be consecrated.
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[En la víspera de su muerte por nosotros, nuestro Señor Jesucristo tomó pan; y
dándote gracias, lo partió y lo dio a sus discípulos, y dijo: "Tomen y coman. Este
es mi Cuerpo, entregado por TODOS. Hagan esto como memorial mío".]
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
"Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for ALL. Do this for the
remembrance of me."
[Después de la cena tomó el cáliz; y dándote gracias, se lo entregó, y dijo:
"Beban todos de él. Esta es mi Sangre del nuevo Pacto, sangre derramada por
TODOS para el perdón de los pecados. Siempre que lo beban, háganlo como
memorial mío".]
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave
it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for all for the forgiveness
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
The Celebrant continues
[Y te ofrecemos nuestro sacrificio de alabanza y acción de gracias, Señor de
todos; ofreciéndote, de tu creación, este pan y este vino.]
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
Te suplicamos, Dios bondadoso, que envíes tu Espíritu Santo sobre estos dones,
para que sean el Sacramento del Cuerpo de Cristo y su Sangre del nuevo Pacto.
Únenos a tu Hijo en su sacrificio, a fin de que, por medio de él,
seamos aceptables, siendo santificados por el Espíritu Santo.
En la plenitud de los tiempos, sujeta todas las cosas a tu Cristo y llévanos a la
patria celestial donde, con [ Maria, Juan, Augustino, y] todos tus santos,
entremos en la herencia eterna de tus hijos; por Jesucristo nuestro Señor, el
primogénito de toda la creación, la cabeza de la Iglesia, y el autor de nuestra
salvación.
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We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they
may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him,
being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring
us to that heavenly country where, with [_____ and] all your saints, we may
enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author
of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to sing,
THE LORD’S PRAYER

People and Celebrant
Our Father, which art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,
As we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. Then may be said
FRACTION ANTHEM
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
AGNUS DEI

#270 (LEVAS)

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
Have mercy on us
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
Have mercy on us
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Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
Grant us Peace
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God; Take them in remembrance that Christ
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to the people.
The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words:
The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.]
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. [Amen.]
When necessary, the Celebrant consecrates additional bread and wine, using the form on page 408.
During the ministration of Communion, hymns, psalms, or anthems may be sung.
COMMUNION HYMN:
#203 (LEVAS)
THERE IS A BALM IN GILEAD (3)
After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People
God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and the cup of
salvation. You have united us with Christ and one another, and you have
made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth.
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit; that we may proclaim your
redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Christ
our Savior. Amen.
RECESSIONAL HYMN: PRAISE TO GOD (3)

#376 (HYMNAL)

The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses them with these words

All

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
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Dear Parishioners,
When the house of God can reflect God’s glory,
what a great blessing for those who worship
him!
Beloveds, it is an expression of our gratitude to
offer flowers for the altar every Sunday.

As we are coming together and can feel God’s blessings among us, we
should think of beautifying our worship space.
1

Donations of flowers are welcomed. Envelopes are available on the
back for financial donations if you want to contribute. If you care to
bring flowers you pick yourself, that’s even better!

Let us make this space sacred and beautiful!

Dear Friends & Parishioners;
Joins Us every Wednesday before the
noon Eucharist and Healing Service.
Come sit, pray, meditate or just rest and listen to twenty
minutes of music on the King of Instruments.
(free to all)

Carolyn Bensen, Director of Music
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
SCOPE- “Senior Citizen (Church) Outreach Program and Eldership” is seeking
Bienvenido
volunteers.
It would be great to have some help to
Bienvenue
develop a ministry for the Seniors to
include health care/advice and other
Nou kontan wè w
activities.
Please contact Mrs. Irene Alladice or Fr.
We are happy that you have come to
Nat if you wish to respond to this call.
worship with us. If you have no church
home, we invite you to unite with us.
Coming Up Next
Please complete one of the Parish Census Forms, located on the table in the Need Prayer?
back of the church. You may give it to an
usher and we will be in touch with you Call the church office and request that
very soon. However, if you are just your name be added to our prayer list.
passing through, we are honored by your Let us know when you are available so
presence, and we wish you Godspeed as we may visit you or pray with you over the
phone.
you complete your journey.

Welcome

Daily Lectionary Readings
Monday: AM Psalm 56,57, [58]; PM Psalm
64,65 Ecclus 38:24-34; Rev. 14:1-13; Luke
12:49-59
Tuesday: AM Psalm 61,62; PM Psalm 68:120(21-23)24-36 Ecclus. 43:1-22; Rev. 14:1415:8; Luke 13:1-9
Wednesday: AM Psalm 72 PM Psalm 119:7396; Ecclus. 43:23-33; Rev. 16:1-11; Luke
13:10-17
Thursday: AM Psalm [70],71; PM Psalm 74
Ecclus. 44:1-15; Rev. 16:12-21; Luke 13:1830
Friday: AM Psalm 69:1-23 (24-30) 31-38; PM
Psalm 73; Ecclus 50:1,11-24; Rev.17:1-18;
Luke 13:31-35
Saturday: AM Psalm 75,76 PM Psalm 23,27;
Ecclus. 51:1-12; Rev. 18:1-14; Luke 14:1-11

you cannot make it to church. We will do
our best to come visit you between 2-4
PM on Sundays.
Moving Forward: My hope and prayer is
that we can get together as one community to be God’s people and presence on
the LES. I am asking for your prayers in
this important new chapter of our lives, I
want you to know that every day I also
pray for you all. Together in Christ

Father Nat.
Weekly
Collections

If you are celebrating a special occasion; Pledges
birthday, anniversary, etc. please let us
know so we may offer congratulations to Open Plate
you.
Special

We are accepting Articles and Advertise- Services
ments to publish in the St Augustine's
Regular
eCho.
During our worship, please remember to
put your phone on vibe or silent. But we
invite you to use them if you want to
record the entire (or part of) the service,
take pictures, post video on Facebook,
Instagram, Pinterest or Twitter. Let your
friends know you are at St Augustine’s.
We are a Techno-Friendly Church.

Free Caregiver support services Care
Please Join Us for :
NYC provides free: Respite Services (inhome or adult care); Long-term care
The Healing Service every planning; Assistance applying for MediWednesday at 12:00 noon, caid and other benefits; Counseling with
in the church.
understanding professionals; Peer support groups wellness activities, education
and caregiver skills; Cultural trips to take
PHONE LINE PRAYER
with your loved one and MORE!

November

October
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28

2018

2018

$1,476.00

$758.00

$33.00

$6.00

$185.00 $1,000.00

Support

$20.00

$11.00

Special
Offerings

$10.00

$100.00

Men’s Guild
St. Augustine’s
Anniversay
Tenants

$6,200.00

Rentals

$5,100.00

Episcopal
Charities
St. Augustine
Youth

Soup Kitchen

$67.00

St. Augustone’s
Tours

$20.00

Building Fund

Call:718-906-0669 212. 349.2770x215
ECW Donation
We invite you to join St. A’s Prayer Line on or email: carenyc@scsny.org
Wednesdays
at
9:00
P M · Services available in English and
Parking Lot
Spanish
Dial (212) 673-5300 between 8:45—10:00
Pastoral Visitations: Please express your
PM.

desire to receive a visit or communion if
11

$56.05

Other External
Sources
Total

$20.00

$1,791.00

$13,271.05
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Office Hours
9:00-12:00/1:00-4:00
Church: 286-290 Henry Street
Office: 333 Madison Street
New York, New York 10002
T: (212) 673-5300 -- F: (212) 673-5201

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Email: info@staugnyc.org

Shut-Ins/Homebound: Velda Alleyne, Ellen Bradley, Annie Garcia, Norberta Mieles.
Website:
Prayers: Lester Allen, Carline Aupont, Sandra Brown, Juan Cosme, Minnie Curry and famhttp://www. staugnyc.org
ily, Ellen Daley, Maybelle & Stanford Daly, Diane Ellis, Robert & Vernestine Exum, Sanford
Facebook:
https://www. facebook. com/staugnyc Exum and Family, Iris Faulkner, Evelyn Fleming, Faith and Grace Garfield, Mildred Hancock, Bernice Henry, Rev. Deacon Edgar Hopper, Joyce Johnson, Kenny Johnson, LaVerne
Johnson, The Krauser Family, James Leung, Hattie Mitchell and Family, Daryl Moore, LuThe Staff:
la Moore, Marissa Nicolo, James Rainge, Lawrence Rainge, James Robinson-Parran, Beverly
The Rev. Nathanael Saint-Pierre,
Rosario, Oland Saltes, Sandra Slater, Sylvan Stoner, Rodger Taylor, Yvonne Ward, Tyrone
Wong, Gladys Saint-Pierre, Noelia Gonzalez, The Rev. Rosalind Brathwaite, Laura Harvin &
MIS, MCPD, Rector
Family, Jayvon Cotton, Sarah Banks, Alix Cangé, Ethel Moore
(917) 232-9583
rector@staugnyc.org

Ms. O’mayra Rivera
Administrative Assistant
(info@staugnyc.org)
Ms. Carolyn Bensen,
Director of Music
Mr. Sylvan Stoner, Bookkeeper
(accounting@staugnyc.org)
Ms. Barbara H. King,
Event Coordinator
Mr. Oland Saltes, Verger
Mr. Luis Montano,
Buildings & Grounds
The St. Augustine’s Project

Armed forces: David Mason, Jr.
We ask God’s blessings for those celebrating their birthdays in November:
1st Selina Harris, Makeda Dawson-Davis; 2nd Dominique Harris; 3rd JoAnn Davis,
David Nelson, LaVerne Johnson; 4th Beverly Pena; 5th Sheila Knight; 6th Kadija
Brown, Shawnte Ellison; 7th Gene Seymour, Joseph McDaniel; 8th Carmalita
Archibald, Stephen Harris, Walter Hanks; 9th Eleanor Daly, LaQuan Woody, Nia
Dawson; 10th Derek O’Neal, Ayesha Richardson, Allure Evans, Kael Saint-Pierre;
11th Kathleen Taylor, John Sena, Bookard Kashia, Neurloni Hall, Nyajah Pierce; 12th James
Hornsby, James Winfield Jr., Rosemary O’Shansky, Francisco Brown, Jeniece Jones; 13th
Ajamu Abraham, Charlene Cox, Joseph Thompkins; 14th Brittney Holloman, Atiyah Lloyd;
15th Tiarra Williams; 18th Hector Archibald, Steven Miles, Isaac Johnson, Ashala Kelly, Aaron Davis; 19th Carol Daglow; 20th Nickia Smith; 21st Durell Smith, Pamela Dawson, Josette Cikley; 22nd Marisa O’Neal; 23rd Chantel Felician, Lisa Winfield, Ludan Garricks, Jeffrey Winfield Jr., Margarita Guzman, Yoruba Guzman; 25th Edward Riley, Adalio Troutman,
Nazir Darden; 26th Susan Daly, Rasheima Silvia, Edward Riley; 27th Cleary Freeman, Christopher Guardiola; 28th Catherine Baez; 29th Sabrina Campbell, Monika O’Neal; 30th Ethel
Moore, Andrew Taylor, Natasha Herring

www. staugsproject.org
Barbara King
Minnie Curry
Sandra Walker
The Vestry
Ms. Irene Alladice, Warden
Ms. Susan Brown, Warden
2018
Mr. Christopher Morris
Ms. Annette Dudley
Ms. Barbara H. King, Clerk
Mr. Oland Saltes
2019
Ms. Valerie Scott
Ms. Dinah Williams
Ms. Bobby Wright

If you would like to add your name to the monthly birthday list, please email us at
info@staugnyc.org
We pray for those who have died: Doadie Brown, Ronald Brown, Isa Coker, Robert and
Mittie Frances Combs, Percy Daglow Sr., Wanda Daley, Frances Diaz, Harry & Dorothy Fiyalko, Luis Garcia, Etta Green, Dorothy Henderson, Inez Kikuchi, Cheryl Krauser, Vernell
Langley, Diane McDowell, Geraldine Newkirk, Evelyn Newlin, Jacynth Orridge, Hector
Peňa, Alice Saltes Richards, Dorothy Rodriguez, Nancy Scott, Alma Suarez, Eleanor Suriel,
Sylvia Fergusson-Sylvah and Romulus Sylvah, Harriett Marshall-Taylor, Isaac & Gwendolyn Pinder-Taylor, Donald Williams, Esther Juanita Dawson, Lucille Williams, Minnie Williams, Rev. Deacon Nydia Flores, Florence Taylor, John Joseph, Marlene Ward-Torain, Edward Phillips (Father Tally), Edward “Tyler” Tyler , Sandra Garcia-Combs
We pray for Justice and Peace in all lands: Especially: Afghanistan, Africa, The Caribbean, China, Darfur, France, Haiti, the Holy Land, India, Iraq, Japan, Kenya, Lebanon, Niger,
Sierra Leone, The Sudan, This Nation and the United Nations.
The St.
Augustine’s eCho
info rmed about wha t is happen ing a t S t
subm it a rticles , poetry , adve rtis ing, and
con tribu tion by e-ma il to info@s taugnyc.

is a newsletter to keep our members and the larger community
Augus tine ’s and beyond. We welco me s tory contribu to rs to
any info rma tion one may wan t to sha re . Please subm it your
o rg no late r than on Wednesdays fo r the Sunday ed ition .

In an effort to reach a broad audience, St. Augustine’s Church occasionally records,12
through video and photography, its services for publication on the Internet. Your attendance
at a service or event constitutes your consent to be included in any filming, photographing, audio recording or broadcast and for any other use in whole or in part, including
publicity and promotion.

